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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims; 

1 1 . (Currently amended): A credit settlement method in purchasing goods by 

2 utilizing a credit card in a system comprising a financial institution server for providing credit 

3 service with a user, a processing unit installed inn a credit service alliance shop and connected to 

4 the financial institution server via a network, and a claim management server for managing 

5 claims connected to the financial institution server , comprising the steps of: 

6 pl e dging a mortgag e pr e c e dently in using said cr e dit card; 

7 wh e n th e mortgag e is pl e dged, giving a notification to this eff e ct to a financial 

8 institution handling a cr e dit settlem e nt; and 

9 wh e n purchasing an articl e by utilizing a cr e dit card of the financial institution 

10 r e c e iving said notification, s e lecting wh e th e r a s e ttlem e nt method for said articl e is det e rmin e d at 

11 th e tim e of purchas e or th e d e t e rmination is d e f e rr e d 

12 storing user identification information of a user and credit information associated 

13 with the user into the claim management server; 

14 at the time of a purchase made with the credit card prompting, on a display screen 

15 of the processing unit, the user to choose whether or not selection of a credit card settlement 

16 method is to be deferred; and 

17 if selection of a credit card settlement method is to be deferred (deferment), then 

18 sending information which indicates the deferment from the processing unit to the claim 

19 management server via the financial institution server in order to determine whether or not the 

20 deferment is authorized based on the credit card information of the user. 
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1 2. (Currently amended): A credit settlement method according to claim 1, 

2 further comprising if deferment is authorized, then storing claim information associated with the 

3 user into the claims management server in order to manage the claim at the claim management 

4 serve r wheroin wh e n d e f e rr e d d e t e rmination of the s e ttl e m e nt m e thod for said articl e is s e l e ct e d, a 

5 claim incurr e d by th e s e l e ction is transf e rr e d to a claim management syst e m . 

1 3. (Currently amended): A credit settlement method according to claim 2, 

2 wherein when selection of a credit card settlement method is deferred det e rmination of th e 

3 s e ttl e m e nt m e thod for said articl e is s e lect e d and aft e r th e s e l e ction , then transmitting from the 

4 claim management server to a browser used by the user a request message to the user to select a 

5 credit card settlement method before a predetermined deadline a wherein when a settlement 

6 method is actually determined, then transmitting said claim information is transferr e d to a 

7 financial institution server for making a settlement in accordance with the determined settlement 

8 method. 



4. (Canceled) 



1 5. (Currently amended): A claim management system in settlement utilizing 

2 a credit card, comprising: 

3 m e ans for managing p e rsonal information concerning a us e r utilizing a cr e dit 

4 card; 

5 means for managing information conc e rning a mortgag e of th e us e r utilizing said 

6 cr e dit card; 

7 m e ans for managing information conc e rning a financial institution for making a 

8 settl e ment based on said credit card; and 

9 m e ans for managing, wh e n said cr e dit card is us e d by th e u s er utilizing said cr e dit 

10 card and it is s e l e cted to d e t e rmin e th e s e ttl e ment bas e d on said cr e dit card aft e r th e time of 

11 purchas e , a claim incurr e d by th e s e l e ction 

12 a financial institution server for providing credit service with a user; 
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13 a processing unit installed in a credit service alliance shop and connected to the 

14 financial institution server via a network, the processing unit being adapted to display on a screen 

15 a prompt to ask the user to choose whether or not selection of a credit card settlement method is 

16 to be deferred, the prompt being displayed at the time of a purchase using a credit card (herein a 

17 claim); and 

18 a claim management server connected to the financial institution server via the 

19 network and having identification of the user and credit information of the user, wherein 

20 if selection of a credit card settlement method is deferred (deferment), then the 

21 processing unit is configured to send an indication of the deferment to the claim management 

22 server via the financial institution server, wherein the claim management server is configured to 

23 determine whether or not the deferment is acceptable based on the identification of the user and 

24 credit information of the user . 

1 6. (Currently amended): A claim management system according to claim 5, 

2 wherein information relating to said claim_-is transf e rr e d sent from said financial institution 

3 server to said claim management system server . 

1 7. (Currently amended): A claim management system according to claim 5, 

2 wherein the claim management server includes means for periodically displaying via the network 

3 a notification that a settlement method is to be determined, the notification being displayed on a 

4 browser, wh e n it is s e l e ct e d to d e t e rmin e th e settl e m e nt bas e d on said cr e dit card aft e r th e tim e of 

5 purchas e , a notification purporting that a s e ttlem e nt m e thod is to b e determin e d p e riodically is 

6 giv e n to the us e r making said s e l e ction . 

8. (Canceled) 
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1 9. (Currently amended): A claim management system according to claim 7, 

2 wherein when it is selected to determine the settlement based on said credit card after the time of 

3 purchase and the claim information includes mortgage information of the user , a -the mortgage of 

4 the user utilizing said credit card is monitore d and updated on the basis of market conditions and 

5 in th e cas e of a shortag e of th e mortgag e , an alarm information to the effect that an additional 

6 mortgage is to be pledged is ratsed sent to the browser . 

10. (Canceled) 
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